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nature's healing herbs, the sense of her equal
dispensation mocked by the artificial Differences
of man. This levelling tendency was assisted by
the teachings of the church, which is necessarily
democratic, and to which Wesley and his followers
lent so powerful an impetus in that age ; and
thus, by the impulse to simplicity, and by the
training of the English Bible, Cowper's style
broke away from the classical convention and
anticipated in a marked degree the ' natural '
revival of Wordsworth. And, perhaps, because
he felt so deeply, Cowper instinctively rejected
the adventitious aid of ornament. His unadorned
language was emotional because emotion was
his fare in daily life ; he had no need to go out of
his way to seek a more exotic diction. So he
was bound to earth by a no less universal bond
than the sense of fellowship with all his kind. In
his own lonely experience he had lived through
a French Revolution, and had reconstructed
society on a humbler and a simpler basis. Read
again the extracts from his poems above, and note
how their effect resides in the cadence and the
intense feeling, not in far-sought words or images.
Read more deeply in his works, and this conviction
will be strengthened.

I was a stricken deer that left the herd
Long since ; with many an arrow deep infixed
My panting side was charged, when I withdrew
To seek a tranquil death in distant shades.
There was I found by One who had himself
Been hurt by the archers.    In his side he bore,
And in his hands and feet, the cruel scars.
With gentle force soliciting the darts,
He drew them, forth, and healed and bade me live.
Since then, with few associates, in remote